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Becker, Bonny.  The Magical Ms. Plum. 
The students in Ms Plum's third grade class soon learn that there is something very special about their 
teacher and her classroom's mysterious supply closet. 
 

Berkeley, Jon.  The Hidden Boy. 
When Bea and her family are transported aboard an underwater bus to a strange land, her younger 
brother Theo is lost during the voyage, and somehow it falls to Bea to find out what has become of him. 
 

Brooks, Lee.  Twimericks: the Book of Tongue-twisting Limericks. 

Buckley, Carol.  Tarra & Bella. 
A stray Labrador named Bella befriends Tarra, a former circus elephant and resident of the Elephant 
Sanctuary in Tennessee. While the pairing is unusual, the two are inseparable--even when a crisis 
threatens to separate them. Based on the national media sensation, this is a true story of friendship and 
loyalty. 

Cottrell Boyce, Frank.  Cosmic. 
12-year old Liam looks like he's thirty. Sometimes it's not bad; for example on the first day of school the 
principal mistakes Liam for a teacher or when he convinces a car dealer to let him test drive a Porsche. 
So feeling like he's stuck between two worlds, Liam cons his way into being the adult chaperone on the 
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first space ship to take civilians into space. But when the ship is stuck 230,000 miles from home, being 
mistaken for an adult is not good. 
 

Cushman, Karen.  Alchemy and Meggy Swann. 
In 1573, the crippled, scorned, and destitute Meggy Swann goes to London, where she meets her father, 
an impoverished alchemist, and eventually discovers that although her legs are bent and weak, she has 
many other strengths. 
 

De Mariaffi, Elisabeth.   Eat It Up!:  Lip-smacking Recipes for Kids. 
 

Diamand, Emily.  Raiders’ Ransom. 
In 23rd-century Great Britain, where climate change has caused vast flooding, the piratical Reavers 
kidnap the Prime Minister's daughter and thirteen-year-old Lilly Melkun, an English fisher-girl, takes her 
seacat on a daring rescue attempt, with a mysterious talking jewel from a past computer age tucked in 
her belt as ransom. 
 

DiCamillo, Kate.  The Magician’s Elephant. 

 When ten-year-old orphan Peter Augustus Duchene encounters a fortune teller in the marketplace one 
day and she tells him that his sister, who is presumed dead, is in fact alive, he embarks on a remarkable 
series of adventures as he desperately tries to find her. 
 

5ƻǿŜƭƭΣ CǊŀƴŎŜǎ hΩwƻŀǊƪΦ  Falling In. 
Middle-schooler Isabelle Bean follows a mouse's squeak into a closet and falls into a parallel universe 
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where the children believe she is the witch they have feared for years, finally come to devour them. 
 

 

Earhart, Kristin.  Life-Size Zoo. 

Fleischman, Paul.  The Dunderheads. 
When Miss Breakbone confiscates Junkyard's crucial find, Wheels, Pencil, Spider, and the rest of the 
Dunderheads plot to teach her a lesson. 
 

Hale, Shannon and Dean.  Calamity Jack. 
In this graphic novel interpretation of Jack and the beanstalk, Jack is a born schemer who climbs a 
magical beanstalk in the hope of exacting justice from a mean giant and gaining a fortune for his 
widowed mother, aided by some friends. 
 

Holmes, Mary Tavener.  A Giraffe Goes to Paris. 
Recounts the 1827 journey of a young giraffe named Belle, a gift from the Pasha of Egypt to King Charles 
X of France, as she makes her way by boat and land to Paris, accompanied by her devoted caretaker, 
Atir. 
 

Jenkins, Steve.  Never Smile At a Monkey. 
When it comes to wild animals, everyone knows that there are certain things you just don't do. It's 
clearly a bad idea to tease a tiger, pull a python's tail, or bother a black widow spider. But do you know 
how dangerous it can be to pet a platypus, collect a cone shell, or touch a tang fish? 
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Jennings, Patrick.  We Can’t All Be Rattlesnakes. 
When Crusher the snake is captured, her only thought is to escape but as time goes by and she 
befriends the other inmates of the "zoo", she realizes that freedom also means leaving companions 
behind. 

Krieg, Jim.  Griff Carver, Hallway Patrol. 
Legendary Griff Carver joins the Rampart Middle School Hallway Patrol and with the help of his new 
friends, Griff solves the case of counterfeit hall passes. 
 
 

Lewis, J. Patrick.  The Underwear Salesman: and Other Jobs for Better or Verse. 
 

Look, Lenore.  Alvin Ho:  Allergic to Camping, Hiking and Other Natural Disasters. 
When Alvin's father takes him camping to instill a love of nature, like that of their home-town hero 
Henry David Thoreau, Alvin makes a new friend and learns that he can be brave despite his fear of 
everything. 
 

Lutes, Jason.  Houdini: the Handcuff King. 
In bold graphics, and drawing on the most respected sources, author and artist formulate a living picture 
of this greatest of Americans and show how time and morals shaped him and his art. 
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Macdonald, Margaret Read.  Too Many Fairies: a Celtic Tale. 
An old woman complains about all the housework she has to do, but when some fairies come to help 
her she finds that they are more trouble than they are worth. 
 

Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds.  Faith, Hope and Ivy June. 
During a student exchange program, seventh-graders Ivy June and Catherine share their lives, homes, 
and communities, and find that although their lifestyles are total opposites they have a lot in common. 
 

hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊΣ .ŀǊōŀǊŀΦ  Small Adventure of Popeye and Elvis. 
In Fayette, South Carolina, the highlight of Popeye's summer is learning vocabulary words with his 
grandmother until a motor home gets stuck nearby and Elvis, the oldest boy living inside, joins Popeye in 
finding the source of strange boats floating down the creek. 
 

Piven, Hanoch.  What Cats Are Made of. 
There are thirty-nine distinct breeds of cats, and each one is different. How different? From the Siberian 
to the Exotic Shorthair and many others in between, Hanoch Piven uses everything from lipstick to 
circuit boards to show us what our favorite cats are really made of. 
 

Shiga, Jason.  Meanwhile. 

In this choose-your-own adventure graphic novel, a boy stumbles on the laboratory of a mad 
scientist who asks him to choose between testing a mind-reading device, a time machine, and a 
doomsday machine. 
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Simmons, Michael.  Alien Feast. 
In 2017, human-eating aliens have kidnapped two scientists who might cure the disease that is 
destroying them, and twelve-year-old William Aitkin, his elderly, ailing Uncle Maynard, and the 
scientists' daughter, Sophie, set out to rescue them. 
 
 

Singer, Marilyn.  Mirror Mirror: a Book of Reversible Verse. 
A collection of short poems which, when reversed, provide new perspectives on the fairy tale characters 
they feature. 
 

Siwanowicz, Igor.  Animals Up Close. 
This visually stunning natural history book features dramatically close-up images of animals from insects 
to reptiles to mammals to birds, revealing the colors, textures, and structures of each animal. 
 

Thor, Annika.  A Faraway Island. 
In 1939 Sweden, two Jewish sisters wait for their parents to flee the Nazis in Austria, but while eight-
year-old Nellie settles in quickly, twelve-year-old Stephie feels stranded at the end of the world, with a 
foster mother who is as cold and unforgiving as the island on which they live. 
 

Weinstock, Robert.  Can You Dig It? and Other Poems. 
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Wood, Maryrose.  The Mysterious Howling. 

 Fifteen-year-old Miss Penelope Lumley, a recent graduate of the Swanburne Academy for Poor Bright 
Females, is hired as governess to three young children who have been raised by wolves and must teach 
them to behave in a civilized manner quickly, in preparation for a Christmas ball. 
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