
From the Principal 
    John Stanford International School 

March 3, 2010 
 

Dear JSIS Families, 
 
We have been informed that the Seattle community is seeing an increase in norovirus-like 
symptoms (also known as “stomach flu”).   We have seen an increase in these types of symptoms at 
our school, so I wanted to make sure that all families know what the Seattle King County Public 
Health Department is saying about these viruses (see attached Fact Sheet). In particular, the Health 
department says that “although people who have norovirus infection may feel very sick for several 
days, the illness is seldom serious.” In order to control the spread of illness, we have increased our 
disinfecting routine with extra support from district custodial staff, are encouraging everyone to 
have good personal hygiene and proper hand washing and are encouraging families to keep sick 
students home until students are symptom-free for at least 24 hours. We have also had staff and 
parents serve lunch to students to prevent the spreading of any germs at lunchtime.  
 
This week, to continue to minimize the spread of illness, we are doing the following: 
 

 Custodial staff is disinfecting public spaces as well as classrooms with greater-than-usual 
absences due to norovirus-like symptoms. 

 Staff and parent volunteers are continuing to serve food to the students from the salad and 
fruit bar in the lunchroom. 

 Students are not allowed to share food at lunchtime.  

 Students are encouraged and given opportunities to wash hands frequently. 

 When a child complains of a stomach ache, the office will call home.  
 

Overall, this virus seems to be highly inconvenient, yet thankfully not severe nor long-lasting. 
However, we are taking every precaution in order to diminish the spread here at JSIS.  
 
Hope you and your families are staying healthy.  
  
Sincerely, 
 

Mr. Aramaki ~Señor Aramaki ~ あらまき せんせい 
 

Announcements and Reminders:  

 Enrollment Information – School assignment letters were mailed on Feb. 26th to all current 
and pre-registered incoming students.  If you want a different assignment, submit a Choice 
Form to the enrollment office BEFORE 8:00 PM on March 31 (postmark does not count).  
Incoming Kindergarten students who have not pre-registered should register by March 31st  
and submit a choice form if they wish to attend a school other than their attendance-area 
school. Information and forms can be found at www.seattleschools.org under Enrollment 
2010-2011.  

 Annual Fund – When JSIS first started, numerous grants were given to us to help start up 
our program. Grants were given for program and professional development as well as for 
instructional assistants and other staff. Ten years later, our program is thriving despite the 
fact that the start-up grants are no longer available to us. This is possible due to the 

http://www.seattleschools.org/


tremendous support from our families through the annual fund. This year, with even fewer 
resources available to us from the district and state, we are having to use much of our 
reserves in addition to increase our annual fund goal to $160,000 in order to maintain 
instructional assistants in the immersion classrooms. Considering how important our 
instructional assistants are in providing the support to students, we are so grateful for the 
continued support by all of you. Our annual fund runs from now until spring break. 
Donation forms can be found in the main office as well as on our website at 
www.jsisweb.com. Thank you for supporting our school and your child’s education! 

 Annual Fund Student Videos & Thanks! To see this week’s video, follow this link: 
http://unclebob.tv/jsis/fund_2.mov. Thanks to Branson Veal and Lissa Poynter for their time 
and energy in creating these awesome videos to support this year's Annual Fund, starring 
our very own JSIS students. (To run the video, you may need to download Quicktime and 
can at no cost at www.quicktime.com.) Thanks also to Heidi Favour and Jenna Ashley for the 
creation of this year's brochure and posters, respectively. They look great and have jumped 
started the fund drive - thank you! 

 Congratulations to the 4th and 5th Grade Global Reading Challenge Participants! The 
following students did a stellar job participating in the global reading challenge this year. 
They are: Estrellita, Jacob, Casey, Mirai, Bailey, Alec D., Zsa Zsa, Francisco, Nataly, Mari, 
Charlie, Sarah, Daniel, Anna, Hannah, Adrian, Alexandra, Hayden, Sakura, Sam C., Jeffrey, 
Nicole, Amaru, Raina, Paris, Melissa, Quintin, and Julia M. Thanks to Ms. Kathleen for 
coordinating. And a special congratulations to the students in bold who will be heading to 
the city-wide semi-finals later this month! 

 For Safety Patrol Members – Once again this year, our JSIS safety patrol members have the 
opportunity to attend a Mariner’s game as a perk for their year of service. Tickets are 
discounted, $11 each (regularly $20), and are located on the 300 level of Safeco Field. Game 
date is May 7 against the Los Angeles Angels. Siblings and parents may attend as well.  
Order form is included with today’s go home information. 

 Winter trimester report cards go home on March 24th. Please check for them in your child’s 
backpack.  

 
PTSA Volunteer Opportunities & Appreciations:  

 Literacy Night – Thanks to Ms. Kathleen and all the staff and parents who helped to make 
Literacy Night such a success!  

 Kindergarten Tour Leaders needed for March 10, 17, and 24.  Contact Christa Woodward at 
christa.w@hotmail.com if available.  

 

 

Calendar of Events: 
March 8-April 4 Read a Thon 

March 10 9:30 School Tour for incoming families 

March 12 5:45 – 8:30  International Dinner (All-school potluck event with grades 
1, 3, 5 and BOC performing) 

March 15 10:30 Global Reading Challenge Semi Finals at Central Library 

March 17 9:30 School Tour for incoming families 

March 19 No School – Professional Development Day for staff 

March 29 – April 2 No School – Spring Break 
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