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May is Compassion Month

Dear JSIS Families,

Happy Cinco de Mayo (Spanish) & Children’s Day (Japanese)! Also, Happy “Compassion Month”!
Every year as a whole school, JSIS spends the month of May learning about compassion. At JSIS, we
believe that teaching children to be compassionate is vitally important in our work to raise global
citizens who will go out into the world and make a positive difference. Here are a few of the things
we have planned for Compassion Month:

e Each class will learn what compassion is. This is the JSIS definition of compassion:

o See aneed 2 Meet the need. The first step in being compassionate is to have your
eyes open to the needs of others. For example, you might notice a new student
feeling excluded on the playground. Or, you might notice that the earth and our
environment need to be better cared for. The second step is to meet the need. Once
you see the needs around you, you take action to meet those needs. This second
step often takes courage and sacrifice.

e Each class/grade band will be doing compassion projects.

e Compassion Sightings. To help our students focus in on compassion happening around us,
students (and families) are encouraged to write down those times when they’ve
experienced someone else’s compassion, when they’ve been compassionate toward
someone, or when they’ve seen someone be compassionate toward another. Starting this
week, these “compassion sightings” can be turned in to the main office. Randomly selected
sightings will be read over the loudspeaker each Friday morning and added to the principal’s
letter.

e Quotes, poems, challenges — Occasionally, the whole school will receive a morning quote,
poem or challenge related to compassion. This will provide all classes with opportunities to
have compassion discussions. Students will also be encouraged to share these things with
parents and families as well.

e Family participation — Finally, we encourage families to participate in Compassion Month.
At the dinner table or while having breakfast in the morning, we encourage parents to talk
with kids about compassion. You can talk about anything including: compassion sightings,
future opportunities to be compassionate, missed opportunities to be compassionate, ways
you’ve experienced compassion, and how you’ve seen your child be compassionate.

As always, we look forward to this time focused on compassion. We hope that the work we do this
month on compassion will make a significant and positive impact on the future.

Sincerely,

My, Aranaky ~ Sevior Qromalsi ~ 356 £ X #4400

Kelly Aramaki, Principal ~ (206) 252-6080 ~ kearamaki@seattleschools.org ~ www.jsisweb.com




Announcements and Reminders:

The New WASL — Measures of Student Progress, or MSP, is the new state test taking the
place of the WASL. This test contains many of the same types of questions as the WASL but
without extended response questions. The MSP is also shorter in length compared to the
WASL. This year, the MSP happens in mid-May. Here is the testing calendar for this year:

o Monday, May 17" — Writing MSP (4™ grade only)

o Tuesday, May 18™ — Math MSP (grades 3-5)

o Wednesday, May 19" — No testing

o Thursday, May 20" - Reading MSP (grades 3-5)

o Friday, May 21°" — Writing MSP (4™ grade only)
Please avoid scheduling appointments/trips during this important testing time if possible.

For information on changes to the WASL and sample questions, go to:

http://www.k12.wa.us/Mathematics/pubdocs/Changesfor2010.pdf for Math
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/WASL/Readingpubdocs/WCAPreleaseFor2010.pdf for Reading

PLANT SALE May 8, 10 am-1pm

Tomatoes, basil and many heirloom variety vegetables and flowers -
Beautifulhous e pl ants for Mot her6s Day!
All funds raised support our sister school in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico

Summer Language Camp sign up T Camp will be from June 24-July 2. Sign up forms are
available at school and at jsisweb.com. (We will not take forms for incoming kindergarten
students until after Language Selection night in June.)

PTSA Volunteer Opportunities & Appreciations:

The John Stanford Int’l. School staff would like to thank all the students and parents for the
wonderful appreciation week! We are overwhelmed with the kindness and support of JSIS
families! We would like to extend a special thank you to Amy Young for coordinating this
special week for the staff!

Calendar of Events:

May 5 - tonight 7:00 PM 4%/5% grade Instrumental Music Concert at Brighton —
students should arrive at 6:15

May 6 7:00 PM International Arts Celebration with Hamilton — at Lincoln
Auditorium — 4400 Interlake Av. N —in back of main building

May 8 — Sat. 10:00 — 1:00 Plant Sale and Computer Recycling till 3:00 PM

May 11 1:00-6:00 PM Choir Festival at Mercer Middle School

Week of May 17 MSP testing

May 19 1:30 Early Dismissal — staff professional development

May 28 7:00 PM All-school play — Treasure Island

May 31 No school — Memorial Day holiday

June 2 8:45 AM — Volunteer Appreciation

June 9 7:00 PM 5" grade play
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